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ENVIRONMENTAL OFFSETS POLICY 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.06 pm]: I draw the attention of members 
to the public release today of the Western Australian government’s environmental offsets policy. The 
environmental offsets policy provides a framework to guide agencies in applying offsets in specified 
circumstances to create certainty, predictability and transparency. The policy will promote consistent decision 
making, and protect and conserve important environmental and biodiversity values. The environmental offsets 
policy is an across-portfolio initiative and its release supports the government’s continuing commitment to 
environmental approvals reform. Importantly, it helps conserve Western Australia’s environmental values for 
future generations. This policy ensures that development can occur while supporting long-term environmental 
and conservation values. 

The environmental offsets policy is a whole-of-government initiative and its release supports the government’s 
continuing commitment to environmental approvals reform. The policy was developed by the Ministerial 
Taskforce on Approvals, Development and Sustainability. Peak representative groups, including the Association 
of Mining and Exploration Companies, the World Wildlife Fund, the Conservation Council of Western 
Australia, the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia, the Urban Development Industry 
Association, the Property Council of Australia and the Housing Industry Association, provided valuable input to 
the policy’s development and I thank these groups for their contribution. 

As foreshadowed in the policy, the Department of Environment and Conservation, in consultation with the 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority, other agencies and key stakeholders, is leading the 
development of supporting guidelines and an environmental offset register. The policy is being made publicly 
available on the websites of the Department of Environment and Conservation, the Office of the Environmental 
Protection Authority, the Department of Mines and Petroleum, the Department of Planning and the Department 
of State Development. 
 


